
Lady Gaga launches anti-bullying foundation

Pop diva Lady Gaga launched her Born This Way Foundation (BTWF) at

Harvard University on February 29. She told reporters the goal of the
foundation is to empower youth, inspire bravery, increase tolerance of
others and stamp out bullying. The singer told her audience that she
hoped to use her fame to change the world for the better. She said: “If
you have revolutionary potential, you must make the world a better place
and use it….This is about transformative change in culture.” Gaga
explained how important the foundation was to her, saying: “The culture
of love is not going to change overnight but youth are the answer to
creating a braver, kinder world…This might be one of the best days of my
life.”

Lady Gaga arrived at Harvard with her mother, and her friend Oprah
Winfrey. She signed autographs for students and posed for photos. The
Harvard event was the first of a series of initiatives for the foundation.
The Born Brave Bus was at the university and will travel around America
to encourage kids to get more involved in their communities. The bus will
also accompany Lady Gaga's next concert tour in the U.S. Gaga hopes
her foundation will also reach out to and help gay and lesbian youth. It is
named after her global hit song “Born This Way” and has been adopted
as an unofficial anthem for lesbians and gays. Lady Gaga has contributed
$1.2 million of her own money to the BTWF.

EMPOWER YOUTH: How? Complete this table with your partner(s). Change partners 
and share what you wrote. Change and share again.

 How? Problems with this?

empower youth   

inspire bravery   

increase tolerance   

stamp out bullying   

get involved   

culture of love   



BULLYING: Spend one minute writing down all of the different words you
associate with the word ‘bullying’. Share your words with your partner(s) and talk about
them. Together, put the words into different categories.

CHANGE: How do today’s youth most need to change? Rank them and share your 
rankings with your partner. Put the biggest changes at the top. Change partners and 
share your rankings again.

 fashion
 getting involved in local community
 study habits
 respect for the aged

 manners
 tolerance
 selflessness
 drinking

SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonyms from the article.
1. launched a. possibilities

2 inspire b. acceptance

3. tolerance c. chosen

4. stamp out d. plans

5. potential e. started

6. event f. go with

7. initiatives g. put an end to

8. accompany h. stimulate

9. adopted i. donated

10. contributed j. occasion


